
Kiwi lives in Bacolod City, Philippines, in a small hut with 
many family members.  Kiwi is her parents’ fourth child but 
only the first to survive due to the impacts of poverty. Kiwi’s 
father struggles with alcohol use and her parents struggle 
to get by, selling food in the market. Kiwi’s mother often 
considers leaving her family to make more money working 
overseas, which makes Kiwi and her little sister very sad. The 
family moves to Manila for better opportunities for work, but 
living conditions are very difficult. Frequent floods sweep 
trash, sewage and dead rats into their home, often disrupting 
their lives. Kiwi’s dreams of an education and a future beyond 
poverty are constantly challenged by the vulnerabilities of her 
circumstances. God puts people into Kiwi’s path to remind her 
to fight for her dreams and remember her potential. 

SENSITIVE CONTENT:
Poor medical care plays a difficult role in Kiwi’s mother’s 
birth experiences. Kiwi’s mother struggles without anesthesia 
and deals with obvious pain while giving birth to one of her 
previous children who does not survive. Before overcoming his 
alcohol problem, Kiwi refers to her father collecting bottles 
from a local bar and drinking the remaining alcohol in them 
until he passes out.

A child-friendly audio track is provided for this story, 
which softens the more intense subject matter to be 
appropriate for all ages.

KIWI’S STORY
Jonathan is an out-going, fun-loving little boy living in a rough 
part of Santo Domingo with his mother. He is ashamed of the 
effects of poverty in his life. Jonathan is deeply hurt by the 
teasing he receives due to his tattered clothes and his family’s 
constant struggle for food. He attempts to do the right thing 
when confronted with opportunities to take the easy way out 
and join a gang. Through the support of his mother, sponsor, 
and a very special mentor, Jonathan discovers his unique gifts 
and is challenged to use them for God’s purpose.

SENSITIVE CONTENT:
Jonathan and his mother live in extreme poverty. Their 
neighborhood is referred to as “Villa Cocaine” because of the 
rampant drug use in the area. Jonathan’s mother has him out of 
wedlock and raises him without a father. Jonathan confronts his 
father who refuses to acknowledge him as his son and considers 
him a mistake. Jonathan is hurt and angry and is faced with 
peer pressure to steal and join a gang. 

JONATHAN’S STORY

Compassion works in some of the toughest places on the planet. Children growing up in these environments are extremely vulnerable. 
The stories we profile in The Compassion Experience contain true realities that are faced everyday by children living on less than $1.50/
day. We take great effort to avoid sensationalizing dark circumstances and try to tell the bigger story of these children who are on a 
journey from poverty to hope.

We view The Compassion Experience as a resource to help you, as a parent, bring your children into a larger conservation about helping 
others and showing Compassion to the vulnerable in other parts of the world. We have designed the experience to be generally 
appropriate for all ages, however we are mindful that small children are all impacted differently by stories they hear.

Below is an overview of the individual stories featured in The Compassion Experience to help you understand the subject matter 
presented and determine if there is content that might be too sensitive for your child.

NOTE TO PARENTS


